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Аннотация. В статье анализируется современное состояние шиитских общин в странах 

Ближнего Востока в контексте их дискриминации со стороны властей. В большинстве стран этого ре-
гиона проживают шиитские общины. Часто граждане шииты подвергаются репрессиям со стороны 
властей и рассматриваются в качестве «пятой колонны» Исламской Республики Иран. Первая часть 
статьи посвящена обзору взаимоотношений шиитской общины и властей в королевстве Саудовская 
Аравия, королевстве Бахрейн и Арабской Республике Египет, где зафиксированы наиболее жёсткие 
проявления репрессивных мер со стороны государства по отношению к своим гражданам шиитам. Во 
второй части описывается состояние шиитской общины в Кувейте и Объединённых Арабских Эмира-
тах, где репрессивные меры со стороны властей по отношению к гражданам шиитам выражены в бо-
лее мягкой форме. В заключительной части статьи представляется авторская интерпретация влияния 
дискриминации шиитов в странах Ближнего Востока на ситуацию в регионе в целом. 
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 Abstract. The article analyzes the current state of Shiite communities in the Middle East in the con-

text of their discrimination by the authorities. Most countries in the region have Shia communities. Shia citi-
zens are often subjected to repression by the authorities and are regarded as the "fifth column" of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran. The first part of the article is devoted to the review of the relations between the Shiite com-
munity and the authorities in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the Kingdom of Bahrain and the Arab Republic of 
Egypt, where the most severe manifestations of repressive measures by the state against its citizens are rec-
orded. The second part describes the state of the Shiite community in Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates, 
where repressive measures by the authorities against Shiite citizens are expressed in a milder form. In the 
final part of the article the author's interpretation of the impact of discrimination against Shiites in the Middle 
East on the situation in the region as a whole is presented. 

 Key words: discrimination, Shiites, Iran, Middle East, Arab countries, Islam, interfaith contradictions, 
Wahhabis. 

For citation: Salnikov A.V. The shiite community as a discriminated minority in the Middle East// 
Caucasian Science Bridge. 2019. Vol. 2. №3. P. 10-20. 

 
Introduction 

The Islamic revolution of 1979 in Iran ensured the growing influence on the activa-
tion of Shiite communities in other countries, primarily Arab, as well as on the political 
spread of Shiism. Sympathetic to the new regime, Shiites living in Arab countries first began 
to show solidarity with their co-religionists in Iran, and then began to claim infringement of 
their political rights and began to participate more decisively in public life. The leading po-
sition of Shiites in Iran and Iraq in political and economic processes, pushed Shiites in 
neighboring countries, primarily in Bahrain and Saudi Arabia, to become even more active, 
to demand representation in political and social issues, participation in the formation of na-
tional policies of their countries. 

 
1 Работа выполнена в рамках внутреннего гранта ЮФУ № ВнГр-07/2017-22 «Трансконфликтные регионы как 
феномен геополитической конкуренции: социальные риски и ресурсы адаптации к гуманитарным вызовам». 
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To date, in Muslim society, the dominant force remains adherents of Sunni Islam, and 
the share of Shiites in the Islamic Ummah is, according to various sources, from ten to twen-
ty percent. But, despite the relative small number, the Shiites began to represent a serious 
political force, especially in the middle East. 

 Speaking about the discrimination of the Shiite community in the countries of the 
Middle East region, it must be said that the situation varies greatly in individual countries - 
in countries such as Oman, Qatar, Shiites are not subjected to repression by the state re-
gime, while in Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Egypt - such tension is present on a more radical and 
massive scale. In a milder form, but discriminatory policy towards Shiites is manifested in 
countries such as Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates. 

 
Bahrain 

In the Kingdom of Bahrain, Shiites account for 65 to 75 per cent of the indigenous 
population, according to various estimates. However, in public positions, Shiites make up 
only 18%; in the interior Ministry and the army of Bahrain, Shiites are represented by 3%; 
the composition of the Royal court, the national guard, the national security service consists 
exclusively of Sunni Muslims; in ministries where the confessional factor is not so im-
portant, such as the Ministry of public works and housing or the Ministry of health, the glass 
ceiling principle also applies in appointing Shiites to leadership positions (6 легенд о со-
бытиях ..., 2014). 

 In Bahrain, the Shiites call themselves "Bahrani" and consider themselves native in-
habitants of the territory, and the Sunnis are called "Arab", that is, Bedouins who came from 
the depths of the Arabian Peninsula. 

 The adopted state programs "Bahrain's National Youth Strategy" and "Bahrain's Na-
tional Employment Project" included measures to limit the economic opportunities of the 
Shiite community and to provide economic and social benefits to the Sunnis. There is a spe-
cial programme that provides financial support to young Sunnis who marry two or more 
women. Only Sunnis are provided with preferential business loans, tax incentives and vari-
ous kinds of preferences. 

 The state supports labor migration of Sunnis from other countries. Migrant Sunnis 
when applying for a job has a substantial advantage over the local Shia. In addition, a mi-
grant can obtain Bahraini citizenship under simplified rules. This is done in order to change 
and dilute the social structure of society. 

 This state of Affairs was opposed by the opposition. They insisted on equal rights for 
local Shiites and the abolition of simplified citizenship for migrants. At the same time, they 
expressed their loyalty to the king, whose power they did not think to encroach on. De-
manding the resignation was only of the Cabinet of Ministers and uncle of king Khalifa bin 
Salman al Khalifa, who for 40 years held the post of Prime Minister. Also, the opposition 
demands were to strengthen the fight against corruption, hold early and fair parliamentary 
elections and release political prisoners. In response, representatives of the Cabinet of Min-
isters accused the opposition of trying to overthrow the current system. 

 The first unauthorized demonstrations in Bahrain began in February 2011. On Feb-
ruary 14, demonstrations began in the Central Pearl square of the capital of Manama. On the 
same day, one of the protesters was killed by the police during the dispersal of the demon-
strators. On 15 February, during the funeral of the victim, the authorities, which grew into a 
protest March, again intervened the police, and the second demonstrator was killed. On 
February 16, several thousand Shiites gathered in Pearl square and pitched a tent camp 
right next to the Pearl monument – the most recognizable symbol of Bahrain. The next day 
the town was demolished by the police, killing six people. On February 19, the Shiites again 
fill Pearl square. Negotiate they reject and again set up the tents. Basically, there are young 
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people who have neither work nor prospects. All are ready to become martyrs-shahids and 
perish. The authorities no longer risk dispersing the protesters – it is useless and under-
mines the prestige of Bahrain, which is considered a "Paradise for millionaires". It is the 
most luxurious and expensive resort in the world, and now it is losing customers and their 
money. Some Sunnis, who are outraged by the monstrous corruption reigning in the coun-
try, are beginning to join the protests. The relative calm lasted about a month. On March 14, 
Bahrain, at the request of the king, includes 1,000 Saudi soldiers and 500 police officers 
from the UAE. The German newspaper Die Welt commented: "the Saudi king protects his 
power in neighboring Bahrain. This is what the Saudis are trying to prevent, who chose to 
occupy Bahrain in order to prevent the reforms required by the Shiite rebels. After all, these 
reforms would inevitably affect the Shiite minority in Saudi Arabia." (В.Мясников, 2011). On 
the night of March 16, the Bahraini army with the support of military units of the Gulf States 
carried out a sweep of Pearl square. The protesters ' camp, covered with barricades, was 
shelled with tear gas grenades and rubber bullets. Then in the course went batons and 
weapons of war. According to Bahraini human rights activist Nabeel Rajab, demonstrators 
were fired at with machine-gun fire from helicopters and tanks. At the same time, all hospi-
tals were blocked by the troops, so it was impossible to provide medical assistance to the 
wounded. As a result, six people were killed and about 150 wounded. A lot of people are 
missing. They may have been arrested, but they may have been killed and their bodies hid-
den. The tent city of Sitra, in southern Bahrain, suffered the same brutal defeat. There the 
police and soldiers beat not only protesters, but also doctors on duty nearby. According to 
unofficial data, two people were killed in Sitra, more than a hundred were injured. On 17 
March, the authorities announced a three-month state of emergency. A curfew has been im-
posed in some areas of Manama. The command of the armed forces received the authority 
to take any measures up to the use of weapons to kill to ensure security in the country. On 
the same day, the police detained 25 of the most active organizers of mass anti-government 
demonstrations and rallies. Was closed all schools, and at the same time the main stock ex-
change of country Bahrain Bourse. Massive Pearl monument, near which gathered protest-
ers, the military destroyed, the wreckage was taken. On March 27, the king of Bahrain an-
nounced the disclosure of an anti-state conspiracy. So explained a series of arrests carried 
out after the introduction of Saudi troops. According to the monarch, the plot was prepared 
for 20-30 years. In this regard, Iranian diplomats were expelled from the country. It is 
noteworthy that the conspirators were mainly Shiite opposition. And the Shiites themselves 
strongly rejected the connection with the Iranian special services. Neither the king nor his 
special services have not presented any materials incriminating the conspirators. 

 In 2012, another arrest of a well-known human rights activist Nabil Rajab was the 
catalyst for new street unrest. On Friday, the streets of the Western outskirts of the capital 
manam again filled with burning barricades and clouds of tear gas - when suppressing op-
position demonstrations, the police used tear gas and noise grenades. 

 In 2013, the Prosecutor's office of the capital of Manama issued a decision on the ar-
rest of Khalil al-Marzuk, one of the leaders of al-Vifak, representing the interests of the Shi-
ite majority. Because of this, the "dialogue of national accord", which aims to eliminate the 
consequences of the Shiite uprising in 2011, was threatened with failure. He was accused of 
"incitement to violence" and detained for 30 days in the case of "inciting terrorism". The in-
dictment States: "In his speeches, al-Marzuk repeatedly called for violence and terrorism, 
justified crimes against peace in the country." 

 On March 24, 2014, Bahraini security forces attacked a Shiite mosque using tear gas 
for burial in a village near the capital of Manama. 

 The attack came after thousands of Shiite Bahrainis led by the opposition al-Bethak 
party closed the Budaya highway, which is the main link between the surrounding Shiite 
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villages and the capital. Protesters faced police who responded with tear gas and gasoline 
bombs (Olivia Becker, 2014). 

 On January 2, 2016, after the execution in Saudi Arabia of the authoritative Shiite 
theologian Nimr-ar-Nimr, protests resumed in the country. At a demonstration in the Shiite 
village of Abu Saiba, West of the capital, called for mass protests. Government forces severe-
ly suppressed Shia demonstrations and actions using tear gas against demonstrators (В 
Иране и Бахрейне ..., 2016). 

 July 3, Shia protest against the authorities 'decision to revoke the citizenship of an in-
fluential Shiite preacher,' ISA Qasim. A crowd of people gathered at the home of Qasim in 
the Shiite village of Diraz West of stility to show their support for him (Bahrain Revokes..., 
2016). Hundreds of people gathered at the rally. They burned tires and defiantly tore por-
traits of the king.When the police intervened, stones and Molotov cocktails flew in their di-
rection (Шииты в Бахрейне ..., 2016).  

 In 2017, representatives of the Shiite majority took to the streets of Manama on the 
anniversary of the 2011 protests. Bahraini police use tear gas and rubber truncheons to 
suppress Shiite protests in Manama, it is known about the mass arrests of protesters (По-
лиция Бахрейна ..., 2017). 

 It is worth paying attention to one of the key features of the protest movement of the 
Shiite community in Bahrain - a reliance on peaceful, non-violent methods. This feature dis-
tinguishes the Shia protest movement in the Kingdom from other similar movements in 
other countries of the Middle East, where protests and demonstrations eventually turned 
into violent actions and created conditions for the formation of terrorist groups. As for the 
Bahraini authorities, from the very beginning of the protest movement, they sought to break 
it by any means possible - arrests, imprisonment, torture and deprivation of citizenship. 

 
Saudi Arabia 

Accurate information on the number of Shia communities in Saudi Arabia is not pub-
lished. According to various estimates, Shiites make up 10 to 15% of the country's indige-
nous population (2-4 million people) (Федуненко, 2016). The ethnic composition of the Shi-
ites is very diverse - in addition to the Saudi Arabs, some Shiites come from Iran, Yemen, 
India and Pakistan (Федорченко, 2013). 

 In Saudi Arabia, most Shiites live in the province of Nejran, which borders Yemen, a 
significant Shiite community is concentrated in Medina. The Shiite population of the Eastern 
province is compactly concentrated in the settlements of the oases of al-hasa and al-Qatif. 
The specificity of the Eastern province, the branching ties of its Shiite population with the 
co-religionists of neighboring countries, the presence in its environment of a developed ed-
ucated and entrepreneurial class - all this suggests that the Shiite issue in relation to Saudi 
Arabia concerns primarily this province. It produces 98% of the country's hydrocarbon raw 
materials, industrial production in the Eastern province provides 90% of the country's ex-
ternal revenues. The importance of this administrative unit in terms of both economy and 
national security is exceptional (Косач, 2014). 

 The researchers draw attention to the ambiguity and inconsistency of the status of 
Shiites in the Kingdom (Логинов, 2003. С. 105). The Sunni leadership fears that local Shiites 
may become conductors of Iran's interests in their country and destabilize the Kingdom's 
statehood.  

 Today, Shiites in Saudi Arabia are more limited than Shiites in other regions of the 
world. They are subjected to various repressions because of their belief in Shi'ism. This led 
to the fact that the Shiites have started to hide their religious beliefs for reasons of security. 
The Shiites of Saudi Arabia may not cost a Shiite mosque. In addition, many mosques and 
Hussein in the Shiite cities of the Kingdom destroyed. Shiites are forced to conduct their re-
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ligious rituals at home, not in public. The government does not officially recognize the Shia 
religious education centres, which are located in the Eastern province, does not Finance 
them, does not recognize the education certificates of their graduates, and does not provide 
them with jobs. The government systematically denies the construction or registration of 
Shia community centres. Shia clerics are not even allowed to teach privately. It is for this 
reason that many of them go to study in Iran or Iraq, and then return to Saudi Arabia. 

 Discrimination against the Shiite community affects not only the confessional area, 
but also extends to other areas. In higher education, the government discriminates against 
Shiites in the selection of students, academic staff and Executive staff at public universities. 
For example, Shiites make up only 2 % of the professors of one of the main universities in 
al-Ahs, an area where more than 50% of the population is Shiites (Saudi Arabia - Shia, 
2016). Shia students suffer from the fierce hostility of Wahhabi teachers, who constantly call 
them infidels and heretics. Universities of religious Sciences, such as the University of Mo-
hammad Ben Saud or The Islamic University of Medina, encourage students who write dis-
sertations against Shiites and their dissertations are published at the expense of the state. 
The situation in the Kingdom's schools is worse than in universities. Shia teachers and stu-
dents are under constant pressure and pressure. In the classroom, Sunni teachers force stu-
dents to call Shia kafirs (Дискриминация и яркое ..., 2015). There are special curricula in 
which ridiculed the Shia religious practices. Students are taught to punish Gentiles for other 
than the country's generally accepted religious beliefs. 

 There is also discrimination in the judicial sphere. The powers of the Shia courts are 
limited by the fact that any litigant who disagrees with the decision of the Shia court may 
apply to the Sunni court. Sunni judicial decisions have the right to completely invalidate de-
cisions of Shiite judges, and government agencies have the right not to enforce decisions 
taken by Shiite courts. 

 The Shia community faces significant discrimination in employment in the public 
and private sectors. Only a small number of Shiites hold high positions in state-owned com-
panies and government departments. Many Shiites believe that the open recognition of 
themselves as Shiites will have a negative impact on their career growth. In the public sec-
tor, Shiites are largely absent from posts related to national security, including the Ministry 
of defence and aviation, the National guard and the Ministry of the interior. Shiites are de-
nied access to the army and military schools.  Shiites are more represented in the ranks of 
the traffic police, municipalities and public schools in predominantly Shiite areas. There is 
no formal discrimination against the hiring and promotion of Shia in the private sector, 
however, in some companies that operate in the oil and petrochemical industries, there is a 
glass ceiling, and therefore even more highly qualified Shia workers cannot obtain man-
agement positions, unlike their less qualified Sunni counterparts.  

 In economic terms, the Shiites are considered the poorest residents of Saudi Arabia. 
They claim that they are deprived in the distribution of oil revenues. Media Kingdom com-
pletely ignore the presence of the Shiite problem. At the official level, this problem is also 
almost never addressed. At the same time, the Wahhabi community is actively discussing 
how loyal the Shiites are to the Saudi authorities (Донцов, 2004. С.103).  

 Shiites during the "Arab spring" held a number of mass protests, advocating for the 
improvement of their rights. However, these speeches were quickly and harshly suppressed 
by the authorities.  

 In January 2012, the police were ordered to disperse the Shiite demonstration in the 
small town of al-Awamiya in the Eastern province of the Kingdom. People came out to pro-
test demanding to stop discrimination against Shiites, release political prisoners and carry 
out reforms. Soon the protest turned into a skirmish with the police, who opened fire on the 
crowd to kill. 3 people were wounded, 1 died from multiple bullet wounds (В Саудовской 
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Аравии ..., 2012). In July, mass Shia protests broke out in al-Qatif, in the Eastern province of 
Saudi Arabia, following the arrest by police of local spiritual leader Sheikh Nimr al-Nimr. In 
the growing clashes killed 2 people and 20 were injured (Хайрутдинов, 2012). 

 In 2014, as a result of the attack of armed people on the funeral procession of Shiites 
in the village of al-Dalyava in the Eastern province of Saudi Arabia, 5 people were killed, 9 
more were received. According to Saudi police, three armed men on Monday evening fired 
machine guns at villagers as they left the building. At the same time, according to eyewit-
nesses, telling details in social networks, the attack on the villagers, where representatives 
of the Shiite minority live, was frankly religious in nature and occurred during the mourn-
ing ceremony of Ashur (the day of remembrance of Imam Hussein), when a group of people 
came out of Hussein (the place where the Shiites gather on the day of Ashur) (Неизвестные 
расстреляли ..., 2014). In the same year, it was reported that the Shiite Ayatollah Sheikh 
Nimr Bakir al-Nimr, who had been arrested a year earlier and criticized the Saudi regime 
and condemned discrimination on religious grounds, was sentenced to death. He was ac-
cused of anti-state activities. In August, actions were held in the al-Qatif region, participants 
of which demanded the release of al-Nimr and stop the repression against Shiites (Saudis 
demand ..., 2015). 

 In 2015, a Saudi Shia was sentenced to 2 months in prison and fined for hosting a 
group of several Shi'a pilgrims as guests (Вышел доклад ..., 2017). 

 On 2 January 2016, Riyadh announced the execution of 47 people convicted of ter-
rorism and incitement to it. Among those executed was the Shiite preacher al-nimra, who 
was detained in Saudi Arabia in 2012 during protests in the East of the country (Саудовская 
Аравия объявила ..., 2016) and sentenced to death in 2014 after the Saudi court found him 
guilty (Saudi Arabia: Prominent ..., 2016). Executions caused unrest in a number of middle 
Eastern States, in particular in Iran. In Tehran, the demonstrators destroyed several prem-
ises of the Embassy of Saudi Arabia. Thousands of people took to the streets with slogans 
against the decision of the Saudi judiciary. A similar protest was held in Mashhad. There, the 
demonstrators tried to attack the Saudi Consulate, but were stopped by the police. A few 
days after the execution, there were protests in Katif, which were mostly peaceful, but there 
were gunfire from armored security vehicles (Anger grows ..., 2016). 

 In 2017, the Saudi authorities organized attacks on 6 Shiite mosques and religious 
buildings in the Eastern province and the city of Najran. More than 40 people were killed 
with impunity during those actions (Инквизиция в Саудовской Аравии ..., 2018).  Since may, 
in the small town of al-Avamiya in the Eastern province of the Kingdom began fierce 
fighting between the Shiites and the Saudi security forces, which with great cruelty perse-
cute the "terrorists". The city is under siege, surrounded by checkpoints. On 10 may, the 
bulldozers began the demolition of about 500 homes in the historic district of al-Mosavar 
(Вайсфлог, 2017). The center of the fighting, apparently, is al-Masor, the old quarter of the 
city. Heavy artillery was used in the fighting and at least 15 people were killed. Saudi au-
thorities claim that Shiite militants used the narrow streets of the historical part Avaii, its 
dense housing as their shelters and emplacements (В Саудовской Аравии ..., 2017). After 
images of canadian armored vehicles deployed against civilians became public, Ottawa be-
gan to consider stopping the sale of weapons to Saudi Arabia (Matthias Von Hein, 2017).  

 Thus, the Shia community of Saudi Arabia remains a discriminated minority whose 
political activity is severely suppressed by the ruling regime. The Sunni leadership of the 
country treats the Shiites as a risk group, a "fifth column" capable of destabilizing the King-
dom's statehood. The marginalization of the Shia minority has led to widespread protest 
movements, not all of which can be attributed to religious reasons or viewed as ideological 
ones. The deprivation of economic, social and economic opportunities is the main reason for 
the defensive reactions shown by the Shiite Muslims of Saudi Arabia. 



2019 Vol. 2 №3 (5) Caucasian Science Bridge 16  

Egypt 
Shi'ism has a long pedigree in Egypt. Shiite Fatimids ruled Egypt for 200 years (969 -

1171) and formed its identity. About 90 % of Egyptians are Sunni Muslims, the number of 
Shiites in Egypt is estimated at 2.2 million people. The number of Shiite Egyptians remains a 
matter of dispute: there are no official records. Although some Shiite activists claim that 
their number exceeds 8 million (Zeinab El-Gundy, 2013). 

 Since the revolution of 25 January 2011, Egypt's religious identity has changed with 
the resurgence of tough Salafi groups and the ruling President of the Muslim Brotherhood. 
After the overthrow of President Mubarak, Shiite attempts at openness and political pres-
ence were met with Salafi threats. The leader of the Salafis, Mohammad El-Marakby, sharply 
rejected the intention of Egyptian Shiites to establish a political party and called upon other 
Muslims to fight this trend. He claimed that the Shiites in Egypt were trying to create a polit-
ical party and a newspaper funded by Iran.  

 In September 2011, the Shiite minority of Egypt announced its intention to partici-
pate in the parliamentary elections scheduled for November, following in the footsteps of 
the Sunni Islamic movements, which reappeared in the political arena after the January up-
rising. Shiite leaders announced their intention to create a political party "Unity and free-
dom". "Since participation in politics has become a right for all Egyptians, we must also be 
represented in Parliament, like any other faction,”said Ahmed al-Nafis, founder of the party 
of Unity and freedom. However, it is no wonder that Salafi leader Gamal al-Marakby re-
buked members of the Shia community in Egypt in the intention to create a political party, 
declaring that Salafis will oppose this step. 

 In July 2012, a young Egyptian Shiite, Mohamed asfur, was sentenced to 3 years in 
prison for "insulting the companions of the prophet Mohammed", who are revered by Sunni 
Muslims. For the first time in Egyptian history, a Shia Muslim was imprisoned on this 
charge. The December report of the UN refugee Agency for 2012 highlighted the fact that 
Shiites are still unable to openly practice their religious rituals in Egypt. On November 25, 
2012, Shiites were banned from entering the mosque to pray to Ashura. Some were even 
arrested. The authorities claim that the arrest was made because they did not have an iden-
tity card. They were interrogated, arrested and not allowed to participate in the event (Shia 
Facing ..., 2012). 

 In April 2013, the Ministry of foreign Affairs and civil aviation of Egypt established 
rules restricting the activities of Iranian tourists in Egypt, limiting them to places such as 
the ancient city of Luxor and resort areas of the red sea, like Sharm El Sheikh (Ibrahim, 
2015). On 23 June 2013, after months of Wahhabi propaganda in the area, several hundred 
misinformed Sunni Muslims attacked and surrounded the home of Shia cleric Hassan 
Shahhata (former Sunni) in the village of Abu Musalam in Giza province. The crowd killed 
the cleric and 3 of his followers and dragged their bodies out into the street. The police did 
nothing to stop the attack.  

 As of 2017, non-governmental organizations continue to report that violence and 
propaganda against the Shiite minority continues. Anti-Shiite sentiments spread through 
education at all levels. Clerics educated at al-Azhar University publicly promote sectarian 
beliefs, calling Shia Muslims unfaithful and encouraging the isolation and marginalization of 
Shia Muslims in Egypt (Shia Islam ..., 2018). 

Kuwait 
In Kuwait, which is heavily influenced by Saudi Arabia, Shiites, who make up 30 per 

cent of the indigenous population, are also dissatisfied with their position in society. how-
ever, in recent years it has been possible to make the Shiites feel part of Kuwaiti society. The 
Shiite community is represented in the Kuwaiti Parliament - there is a small fraction of the 
national Islamic bloc, which expresses the interests of the Shiite part of the population. The 
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Shiite community occupies an important position not only in the political field, but also in 
the economy of the country - Shiites are especially noticeable among large and medium-
sized entrepreneurs in the field of trade (Кириченко, 2016. С.96). Kuwaiti Shiites to use the 
religious freedom, but this freedom is relative. Meetings on the occasion of Ashura are al-
lowed to them, and to arrange funeral processions is not allowed. Unlike Sunni mosques, 
the construction of Shiite mosques is not financed by the government. The establishment of 
training centres for Shiite clergy is not allowed. Shiites who would like to become imams 
have to study abroad, especially in Iraq and Iran, which is also not welcome. Thus, because 
of the policy of the authorities, although softer than in Saudi Arabia or Bahrain, but in fact 
still discriminatory, the Shiites of Kuwait feel their second-rate.  

United Arab Emirates 
The situation of the Shiite minority in the United Arab Emirates is almost the same as 

in Kuwait, where they account for 16 percent (Анализ положения ..., 2017). They enjoy re-
ligious freedom, but their mosques do not receive state funding. Shiites can't hold senior 
positions in the civil service, the army and the police, are subjected to hidden discrimination 
in business (Алексеев, 2014. С.25). 

Conclusion 
 Thus, having considered the current state of the Shiite communities in the middle 

East, it can be stated that the relationship between the authorities in the countries and the 
Shiite communities of this region is contrasting. In countries such as Qatar and Oman, Shia 
citizens are not discriminated against or denied their rights. The opposite attitude of the 
authorities to the citizens of the Shiites felt in countries such as the Kingdom of Saudi Ara-
bia, Kingdom of Bahrain and the Arab Republic of Egypt, where Shias are suffering from the 
persecution of the Sunni radicals, in a milder form it manifests in Kuwait and the United Ar-
ab Emirates. This attitude of the authorities to their citizens Shiites is argued by the already 
established stereotype of Shiites as the "fifth column" of the Islamic Republic of Iran.  

 So far, the regimes of the countries in which the oppressed Shiite community lives 
manage to control the situation using the traditional mechanism of checks and balances, the 
main elements of which are the security agencies and the official religious institution. This 
policy does not consolidate society within countries, but rather leads to its separation, and 
also pushes the Shiite community to political radicalization and open disobedience and cre-
ates a real danger of undermining the statehood of the regimes of the Middle East. 
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